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Literary line-up taking shape for Ilkley

Ilkley Literature Festival 
1 – 17 October 2010
Fiction fans and biography buffs are in for a treat at this year’s Ilkley Literature Festival as the first names attending the 37th annual event are announced.
The spa town of Ilkley will be buzzing with literary aficionados this October when the Festival invites the cream of writers across fiction, journalism, poetry and non-fiction to West Yorkshire.
2010 sees a line up that includes the first female poet laureate, Carol Ann Duffy; a booker prize winner, Roddy Doyle; a previous recipient of 'Columnist of the Year', The Guardian’s Polly Toynbee and Yorkshire’s own broadcasting legend, Sir Michael Parkinson; highlighting that the North of England’s most prestigious literary festival continues to attract the UK’s best contemporary writers.

Also featuring this year are:
· ‘Time Traveler’s Wife’ author Audrey Niffenegger who will make her debut at the Festival
· Broadcaster Peter Snow who will be exploring his new history ‘To War with Wellington: From the Peninsula to Waterloo’
· Fatima Bhutto, Benazir Bhutto’s niece brings her family memoir, ‘Songs of Blood and Sword’ to Ilkley
· Alexei Sayle revisits his family history with autobiography ‘Stalin ate my homework’

· Indian media royalty Kishwar Desai discusses her first novel ‘Witness the Night’ with fellow author Aminatta Forna
· Nelson Mandela is the subject of renowned anti-apartheid campaigner and Labour MP Peter Hain’s biography, released in September

· Blake Morrison returns to Ilkley with his newest novel, ‘The Last Weekend’
The Festival also focuses on several strands that run alongside the 180 plus events including authors discussing ‘Words, Land and Landscape’, ‘Conversations about Empires’ and ‘New Writing from Pakistan’.  There is a lively fringe and programme of performances with the children’s festival weekend running on 9 and 10 October.  

Festival Director Rachel Feldberg said: “We’re delighted to have such a great line up already and this is just the start! Each year we look forward to meeting authors attending the Festival for the first time but we’re also honoured that so many previous speakers enjoy themselves so much they are happy to come back.  Audiences and speakers alike love coming to Ilkley. The Festival team pride themselves on the warm welcome and keen support they can give our authors, but the town itself more than matches our efforts and last year we had more than 22,000 very contented visitors.”
The complete Festival programme will be announced in July.
Tickets will be available to Friends of the Festival from 18th August and will go on general release on Tuesday 31st August. ‘Friends’ membership is available until 31July and everyone is invited to join the festival mailing list to ensure they receive their free programme in August. 
www.ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk, Tel 01943 816 714 

Ends
For further information please contact Anys Williams or Jo Franks at Anita Morris Associates on 01943 603311 or email anys@anitamorrisassociates.co.uk / jo@anitamorrisassociates.co.uk 

Editors notes:

1. Ilkley Literature Festival was launched by W.H. Auden in April 1973 in one of his last public appearances and each year more than 160 events take place in a variety of venues across the town.  There are projects and residencies involving local schools and community organisations across the town and a lively Fringe.
2. Write to, call or email the Ilkley Literature Festival at:

www.ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk
Tel 01943 816 714 

Manor House, 2 Castle Hill, Ilkley, West Yorkshire LS29 9DT
3. You can buy tickets for other festival events:

· online via the secure website www.ilkleyliteraturefestival.org.uk; 

· by post through filling in the booking form found in the festival programme; 

· by calling the box office on 01943 816714 from September 1st, Monday – Friday 10am-4pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

· in person from Ilkley Tourist Information Centre, Station Road; The Grove Bookshop, The Grove

